Scrotal ulceration during all-trans retinoic (ATRA) therapy for acute promyelocytic leukaemia.
We report the development of painful scrotal ulceration in two patients during treatment with all-trans-retinoic acid (ATRA) for acute promyelocytic leukaemia (APL). ATRA 45 mg/m2 was administered orally for 8 days prior to the addition of standard induction chemotherapy. Painful scrotal ulceration developed in both cases within 2 weeks of therapy (9 and 13 days) and responded slowly to drug withdrawal and systemic, or topical, corticosteroids. A total of 17 APL patients have been treated with ATRA at our institution during the last 10 years, giving an incidence of approximately 12%. The present report, together with a review of literature, suggests that scrotal ulceration is a specific adverse effect of ATRA therapy and that this complication may be more common than previously documented.